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Pupil Mobile Phone/Smart Devices/Wearables Policy
Introduction
Our school places the care of its pupils at the heart of its work. We understand that schools play a vital role in promoting wellbeing and positive mental health amongst children. In this regard while recognising the benefits of technological advances we are cognisant of equipping our pupils with the knowledge, skills and competencies to deal with the challenges technology presents. The Board of Management also recognises that it has a duty to safeguard pupils and staff from the inappropriate use of mobile phones and other devices which can photograph and record individuals without their permission. 

With regard to mobile phones, our school has always prohibited their use by pupils in school and at school related events. Our policy has now been adopted by The Department of Education who require all schools to implement a ban on the use of or access to personal mobile phones by pupils during the school day. Details of this requirement are outlined in circular 44/25. In addition to mobile phones the Board of Management is also prohibiting unauthorised personal devices which have photographic or recording capabilities eg. Smartwatches, tablets, laptops. 

It is now widely accepted both nationally and internationally that excessive mobile phone use and screen time in general have a detrimental impact on children’s wellbeing. The posting of photographs and recordings online without consent is another area of grave concern and one which can have devastating results for the victim.

Procedures relating to pupil mobile phones, smart devices and wearables in school

There is no need for pupils to bring a mobile phone or other personal smart device into school. Pupils are reminded of this on a regular basis but particularly at the start of each school year. 

Where a pupil accidentally brings a mobile phone or other smart device including wearables to school, they should immediately bring it to the attention of their teacher. The pupil will be asked to turn off the phone/device/wearable and to hand it up to the teacher. The teacher will bring the phone/device/wearable to the school office and the pupil can collect the phone/device/wearable at the end of the school day. 

If a pupil has a requirement to have their mobile phone/device/wearable after school, for example is going to a friend’s house, they should hand their phone/device/wearable into the school office as they arrive in the school. The office will mind the phone/device/wearable for the duration of the school day and the pupil can collect the phone/device/wearable when leaving the school. 

Pupils who ignore this policy and are found with or use a mobile phone, device or wearable on the school premises without permission will be required to hand over their phone/device/wearable to a member of staff and parents will be asked to collect it from the school office. 
If a teacher has any suspicion that a mobile phone, device or wearable has unsuitable material stored on it, pupils will be required to hand over the phone/device/wearable to a teacher and parents will be contacted. When parents arrive at the school the pupil will be asked to unlock their phone/device/wearable and the contents will be viewed by the parents and principal. Recordings or photographs taken on the school premises or grounds must be deleted. A record of the incident will be kept in line with the school’s data protection procedures.
It should also be noted that it is a criminal offence to use a mobile phone/device to menace, harass or offend another person and such incidents may be reported to An Garda Síochána where deemed necessary by the school. 
Disciplinary Action
In most cases pupils accidentally bringing a phone, device or wearable to school or forgetting to hand up a mobile phone/device/wearable will receive no sanction other than that already mentioned. Repeated incidents of bringing a mobile phone, device or wearable to school will result in contact with parents/guardians and may lead to further sanctions if non-compliance continues.
Usage of a mobile phone, device or wearable in school or at a school activity will be dealt with through the school’s Code of Behaviour according to the severity of the incident. Pupils using mobile phones, devices or wearables to bully other pupils or send offensive messages/calls will face disciplinary action as per the school’s Bí Cinéalta Policy & the School Code of Behaviour.
The school accepts no responsibility for replacing lost, stolen or damaged mobile phones, devices or wearables. The safety and security of mobile phones/devices/wearables is wholly a matter for pupils/parents.
It is strongly advised that parents do not provide a mobile phone, personal smart device or wearable to children while they are in primary school in line with national recommendations and current best practice.
Exemptions to this policy
Exemptions to this policy will only apply for medical and/or special educational needs and will be decided by the Board of Management upon application by the parent/guardian on a case by case basis. Examples of possible exemptions are:
· Diabetes blood glucose monitor and/or insulin delivery mechanism.
· Blood pressure monitoring
· Seizure conditions where monitoring via a mobile phone app is required
The exemption if granted is only for the specific reason outlined in the exemption and not for general use. The phone/device/wearable can only be used when the exemption is granted. A written agreement outlining permitted use must be signed by parents/guardians and maintained on file. 
Ratification and review
This policy was ratified by the Board of Management on 3rd December 2025. It will be reviewed every four years or as required.

Signed: Dolores Booth (Chairperson B.o.M)				Date: 3rd December 2025
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